
The Delta is a unique environmental resource that 
is home to over 750 plant and animal species.  Its 
levees protect over 500,000 acres of low-lying 
farmland and contain 700 miles of channels that 
offer recreational opportunities to the nearby cities 
of the bay area and the central valley.  The Delta 
also contains critical infrastructure including state 
highways, railroads, pipelines carrying water 
supplies and petroleum products, natural gas well 
fields, and gas storage facilities.   

All of these functions are jeopardized by a host of 
factors that threaten Delta sustainability: 

	 •	Decline	of	native	species affects other uses  
  of the Delta, and has recently caused voluntary  
  and court-mandated curtailments of Delta water  
  exports that will result in reductions in Delta  
  water exports by 10 to 33 percent.

	 •	Subsidence of Delta islands places increasing  
  strain on levees.  

	 •	Earthquakes could damage or destroy  
  dozens of levees simultaneously, surpassing  
  current capability to repair and reclaim  
  flooded islands.  

	 •	Invasive	species alter the Delta food web,  
  competing with or preying upon native species.  

	 •	Climate	change will increase peak river flows  
  and overwhelm Delta levees, while rising	sea		
	 	 level could alter salinities.  

	 •	Toxics may place additional pressures on  
  Delta species through reduction in available  
  prey species or direct mortality of species  
  of concern.  	
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	 •	Land	use	changes interrupt breeding or  
  feeding patterns of native species by altering the  
  habitat available for direct use or nutrient inputs  
  to Delta waters.  

	 •	Water	diversions ranging from small riparian  
  siphons to the state and federal water projects  
  alter the timing, magnitude, and even the  
  direction of flows in Delta channels, and  
  can cause direct or indirect mortality of  
  Delta species. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Numerous efforts are underway now to develop a 
plan for the Delta’s future or to protect and restore 
the region.  

The Governor’s Delta	Vision	Task	Force will 
identify a vision and strategy for managing the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta as a sustainable 
ecosystem that will continue to support 
environmental and economic functions that are 
critical to the people of California.  The Task Force 
will prepare an independent public report that will 
be submitted to the Governor that sets forth its 
findings and recommendations on the sustainable 
management of the Delta by late 2007 and a 
Strategic Plan to implement the Delta Vision in 2008.

Delta Levee Break

T        he Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is vitally important to California’s water supply, environment and economy.   

 It is the hub of water distribution in the state, supplying drinking water to two-thirds of the state’s population and 

irrigation water to millions of acres of productive farmland.



The problems of the Delta are too critical to 
ignore, and a Delta solution is too important to 
postpone.  That is why substantial funding for 
Delta improvements is proposed in the Governor’s 
comprehensive water plan.  The funding for a 
solution must be ready as decisions on the Delta’s 
future are made. 

The	Bay-Delta	Conservation	Plan or BDCP 
is intended to provide for the conservation and 
management of covered species within the planning 
area while proceeding with projects that restore 
and protect water supply and water quality.  A 
plan is expected in 2008, with environmental 
documentation to take about two years after that.  

The Delta	Risk	Management	Strategy	(or 
DRMS) is assessing major risks to Delta resources 
from floods, seepage, subsidence, and earthquakes. 
DRMS will also evaluate the consequences, and 
develop recommendations to manage the risk.  

Delta	Overview	and	Issues
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W a t e r  R e s o u r c e sSeptember  2007

Los Vaqueros
Reservoir

50

580

580

205

5

5

80

80

84

4

4

120

99

99

12

12

12

113

220

160

160

84

NORTH BAY
AQUEDUCT

RIVER

UMNE

SACRAMENTO

SAN

JOAQUIN

RIVER

Barker Slough
Pumping Plant

Banks
Pumping

Plant

South Bay
Pumping Plant

Jones
Pumping
Plant

Clifton
Court

Forebay

LODI

RIVER

SACRAMENTO

RIVER

BAY

SOUTH 

SUISUN
BAY HONKER

BAY

GRIZZLY
BAY

AQUEDUCT

MOKELUMNE

MOK
EL

AQ
U

ED
U

CT

RIO VISTA

SUISUN

MARSH

CO
ST

A

CANAL

CALIFORNIA
AQUEDUCT

CON

TR
A

MOKELUMNE

AQUEDUCT

N

00 22 44

Scale

6 Miles6 Miles DELTA-
MENDOTA
CANAL

RI
VE

RCO
SU

M
NE

S

CALAVERAS

RIVER
RIVER

AMERICAN

HOOD

Rock Slough
Intake

Old River
Intake and

Pump Station

Victoria
Intake and
Pump Station

RYER
ISLAND

GRAND
ISLAND

HASTINGS
TRACT

PIERSON
DISTRICT

VAN SICKLE
ISLAND

WHEELER
ISLAND

SIMMONS
ISLAND

GRIZZLY
ISLAND

RIVER
ISLAND

ROE
 ISLAND

BROWNS
 ISLAND

SHERMAN
ISLAND

TWITCHELL
ISLAND

BRADFORD
ISLAND

BRANNAN
ISLAND

WEBB
TRACT

BOULDIN
ISLAND

VENICE
ISLAND

STATEN
ISLAND

TYLER
ISLAND

ANDRUS
ISLAND

NEW HOPE
TRACT

CANAL RANCH
TRACT

BRACK
TRACT

TERMINOUS
TRACT

SHIN KEE
TRACT

RIO BLANCO
TRACT

BISHOP
TRACT

KING
ISLAND

EMPIRE
TRACT

RINDGE
TRACT

SHIMA
TRACT

WRIGHT-
ELMWOOD

TRACT SARGENT
BARNHART
TRACT

BETHEL
TRACT

JERSEY
ISLAND

FRANKS
TRACT

MANDEVILLE
ISLAND

HOLLAND
ISLAND

HOTCHKISS
TRACT

BACON
ISLAND

PALM
TRACT

VEALE
TRACT

ORWOOD
TRACT

WOOD
WARD
ISLAND

MEDFORD
ISLAND

McDONALD
TRACT

LOWER JONES
TRACT

UPPER JONES
TRACT

MILDRED
ISLAND

LOWER
ROBERTS
ISLAND

MIDDLE ROBERTS
ISLAND

UPPER
ROBERTS
ISLANDUNION ISLAND

VICTORIA
ISLANDBYRON

TRACT

FABIAN TRACT

CONEY
ISLAND

ROUGH AND
READY IS.

STEWART
TRACT

M
cC

O
RM

AC
K

W
ILL

IA
M

SO
N

 T
RA

CT

QUIMBY
ISLAND

DISCOVERY
BAY

CHIPPS
ISLAND

DUTTON
ISLAND

MORROW
ISLAND

MERRITT
ISLAND

SUTTER
ISLAND

PROSPECT
ISLAND

DECKER
ISLAND

Sevenmile
Sevenmile

SloughSlough

PotatoPotato
SloughSlough

Li
tt

le
Li

tt
le

Po
ta

to
Po

ta
to W

hite
W

hite

Slough

Slough

SloughSlough

Piper
Piper

Slough
Slough

SloughSlough

Slough

Slough

Taylor
Taylor

Th
re

em
ile

Th
re

em
ile Sl
ou

gh
Sl

ou
gh

Fi
sh

er
m

an
s

Fi
sh

er
m

an
s

Cu
t

Cu
t

Empire   CutEmpire   Cut

Woodward CanalWoodward Canal

SloughSloughIndianIndian

North Victoria
Canal

North Victoria
Canal

Columbia
Columbia

CutCut

Sl
ou

gh
Sl

ou
gh

SloughSlough

H
olland

H
olland

Mound Slough

Mound Slough

RockRock

Sa
nd

Sa
nd

SloughSlough

Cut
Cut

Connectio
n

Connectio
n

O
ld

O
ld

La
th

am
La

th
am

Turner
Turner

W
hiskey

W
hiskey

Slough
Slough

River
River

Middle

Middle

Victoria Canal

Victoria Canal

North
 Canal

North
 Canal

CutCut

DutchDutch

Slough

Slough

Trapper
Trapper

FalseFalse

River
River

Slough
Slough

Fourte
en-m

ile

Fourte
en-m

ile

Burns
Burns

Cuto�
Cuto�

Paradise
Paradise

Ita
lia

n 
Sl

ou
gh

Ita
lia

n 
Sl

ou
gh

Tom
Tom

Paine
Paine

SloughSlough

Grant  Line  SloughGrant  Line  SloughFabian  and  Bell  CanalFabian  and  Bell  Canal

Cut
Cut

Kello
gg

Kello
gg

Creek
Creek

M
ok

el
um

ne

M
ok

el
um

ne
Fo

rk
Fo

rk

SouthSouth

Montezum
a

Montezum
a

Slough
Slough

MarshMarsh

Cr
ee

k
Cr

ee
k

Sl
ou

gh

Disappointment Slough

Bi
sh

op
 C

ut

Hog Slough

Beaver
Slough

SloughSlough

Slough

Sl
ou

gh

Cache

Lindsey

St
ea

m
bo

at
Sl

ou
gh

Slough Rive
r

Ge
or

gi
an

a

Old

River

River

Sycamore

M
in

er

Pr
os

pe
ct

Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers
Delta Waterways


